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THESSALONIKI INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

19-28 November 2010
8TH BALKAN FUND CALL FOR ENTRIES

The 51st Thessaloniki International Film Festival in November 2010 and the 8th BALKAN FUND is calling for your entries.
The BALKAN FUND, Thessaloniki’s Script Development Fund, is a fund for the development of film scripts from the Balkan Region. It addresses South-Eastern Europe and specifically Albania, Bosnia – Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, FYROM Greece, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey. 

The purpose of the BALKAN FUND is to support filmmakers from the region in their efforts to develop their screenplays as professionally as possible. The BALKAN FUND supports only feature-length fiction projects with a potential for theatrical release.

Each year an International Jury awards the most promising film projects that have potential for theatrical release with up to 10. 000 € grant each, for their screenplay development. Previous jury members include Lenny Crooks of the New Cinema Fund, Peter Carlton from Film4, Roman Paul of Razor Film Produktion, Simon Perry of the Irish Film Board and writers and/or directors Milcho Manchevski, Razvan Radulescu and Richard Kwietniowksi. 

The projects go through a pre-selection procedure from a big amount of project applications and are presented at the BALKAN FUND Workshop, taking place during the Thessaloniki International Film Festival. 
Already, an impressive amount of screenplays and then films have been developed and completed with the Fund’s support. Among them are: Snow written/ directed by Aida Begic, California Dreamin’ (endless) written/ directed by Cristian Nemescu, Grbavica written/ directed by Jasmila Zbanic, The Happiest Girl in the World written by Radu Jude and Augustina Stanciu, directed by Radu Jude, First of All, Felicia written/ directed by Razvan Radulescu and Melissa de Raaf, Small Crime written/ directed by Christos Georgiou and Here & There written/ directed by Darko Lungulov. Other highly anticipated projects in the pipeline are: A Heart Shaped Balloon written by Bogdan Mustata and Catalin Mitulescu, directed by Catalin Mitulescu, Welcome Aboard by Constantine Giannaris, Zincograph written by Vladislav Todorov and directed by Javor Gardev, Mother of Asphalt written/directed by Dalibor Matanic and Romanian Spring written/ directed by Anca Lazarescu.
BALKAN FUND’s 8th edition will take place during the 51st Thessaloniki International Film Festival in November 19-28, 2010.
The deadline for the submission of all applications is June 1st, 2010 and all relevant information can be downloaded from our website:  http://www.filmfestival.gr/default.aspx?page=644
Should you need additional information please contact Angeliki Vergou at balkanfund@filmfestival.gr
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